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Melbourne-based Jenny Vizard shares how
function, flair and heritage flavour converted
her rental cottage into the purrfect abode for
her and her beloved cat Dot.
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OLD-MEETS-NEW FACADES
Benind the Reritage front facade lles the newly
renavared addivion =Tha cirowlar window
awning at the back adds an Imagularicy Lo the
COMLEMpOrary Inuerprezacion of the herltage
place, oreating a polint of INterest, Bt most
imporantly providing 2 porchole out v the
world for the "Queen of tha Castla®: the cat,
[hoi,” 5ays architect Ton.

Bk Eams

Jenimy Vizard bought a single-sborey Wictorian
heritage terrace home in Horth Fitzroy in the Llate
I9ECs to be usad as a rental property. The bwo-
bedroom, one-bathroom cottage provided years
of fond memones for the librarian, who'd painted,
gardened and maintained it with her family over a
30-year span.

o whian Jenny's own home sold in 3017, the stars
had long bean aligned to transform har balowed
imvestmeant into the purrfect abode for herself and
her cherishad cat Dot.

*| wanted a home that was understated, welcoming
and functional” Jenny recalls. “The cottage could
be adapted to provide ma with what | needad-a
bedroom, bathroom, kitchen, iving room, and spara
room for guasts _ and of course, room for Dot”

Indaed, her cat's happiness was paramountwhen
Jenmy decided to renovate. after all, Dot spent the
miost ime at home, an emaronment wiere Jenny felt
she should feel secure and happy. This would include
distinct areas for eating, toileting, play and relazaticn.

Beyond these ambitions, Jenny desired plentiful

storage for her treasured books and other items,
along with soft, filtered light and optimal task
lighting in the kitchen. She adds, * didn't want a
bath tub or spa; just a lovely walk-in shower. Hor did

want a kitchen bench with stools-having no desire
to eat whilst parched on a stool-rather, a space for
a dining room table and chairs”

Janny enlisted the help of Melbourne-based Atlas
Architects, wio would team with local Resicon
Master Builders to revamp hercottage in two years.

First, they would contend with the home's
structural challenges: extensive wall cracking,
ntarnally and externally, laundry facilities in an
ocutdoor shed, and the home's long, narrow site
with party walls on both sides, inhibiting natwral
light from coming in. Because of these isswes, most
of the house beyond the heritage-protectad facade
required demaolition and rebuilding.

“Atlas felt it was important to create a harmonious
dialogue between the new build and existing

fabrics " Jenny explains. “They achieved the concept
of ‘the frame'-using the new to frame the old, and
the old to inform the new™”
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< “The existing noof line informed the rear fagade, the
ceilimg line, and the north awning. The window shapes
wiould act as the different perspectives framing the
outside context. The existing brickwork and hard plaster
teture of the original cottage wene exposed along
the halbaray. The new joinery, wall niches and Light
fittings ower the Eitchen bench provide a more literal
interpretation of this concept, as they ‘frame” my histony-
highlighting my ormaments and books -

Complemented by a subtle colour palette of light timber,
white walls and clean black lines, the open shelving

underscores Jenmy's story while doubling as a storage
solution with the concealed cabinetry throughout

“shelwes, with appropriate reinforcement, were also foed
to the north wall of the howse, acting as a ladder for Dot
to access the nound window—her porthiole to the owtside
wirld” adds Jenny.

Alsn imtegrating the outdoors was the addition of
skylights and large bi-fold doors, providing the gquality
lighting Jenny yeamed for.

Meamwhile, the unified laundry is kitty-centric, of fering
aseparate sink for Dot™s dishes plus private eating and
toileting spaces—Cleverly accessible via cat flaps under
Jenny's desk. Flaps were also installed in the master
bedmom and at the back of the house, allowing Dot entry
it the: two small yards.

and with the stylish kitchen, dining area and walk-in
showerworth showing of f, Jenny is beside hersalf with
lowe for her new home.

=1 pinch myself ewery day. Dot enjoys it too _ she is happy,
healttvy and relawed_ & princess in her own domain™

% sulasarchitects.com.su Lj @atlas_architecs
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S1ZE: 2 bedroom, 1 bathroom
SQUARE METREAGE: 97m
ARCHITECT: Atlas Architects
BUILDER: Resicon

FLOOR PLAN

1 GUEST BEDROOM 8
2 BATHROOM — “-J|
3 MAIN BEDROOM
& KITCHEN
& LAUNDRY 7 di [
6 DINING I:I d & |0
7 LIVING d. P
8 COURTYARD
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STEAL

=ot this purrfect abode's
understated style with
these products.
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ART PRINT Raharca Judd [oves 5 Adzirs $arble Arch Nude wall 3 599.00 adalrs oom.ad / PENDANT LIGHT Rascon Lightng *Marcal 250mm pandant in amicke/black $189
beaconbighoing ommoan £ CHAIR k' nawral dning dhalr $99 loungelovers.oomaat / THROW ‘Newpon grey marle Chunky Bnic chross 319959 adairs.comeau & POT SUm Pokn s’ pot in
white [small) 3.0 thebal conygarden.comead £ WASE Marmmoser Found ‘Balloon’ vase blue fsmall) 559 marmosetfound.oomaan # SORA ‘Draper velwer 3-5081 5ofa 31,855 loungel overs. cormall
PILLOMWCASE | &M Hiorma 'Hondo’ 100% French lnen plllowcases [ |'|In'.r.-h e 397 Imhome.comead § CUSHIGN Amigos De Hoy 'Pfages’ square leathar cushion inwan $1572595 fanuloameal
PFLATES Denbry Studio ‘Blue Coupe' dinner places 26om fser of 4) $159.095 duvchenwarehousa comaay / BUG IKEA Hellesped! mig lacwoven (1330195 cmy 388 [kea.comaau £ BEDSIDE
TABLE Lifa Interiors 'Morah’ bedside tabls in oak 5399 aineriors.com.al
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WORK FROM HOME

For many, working from home is hew
territory. We've sought out words of wisdom
from those who've been doing it for years.
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IMAGE OPPOSITE PAGE ARCHITECTURE ATLAS ARCHITECTS / PHOTOGRAPHY TESS KELLY

IMAGE TOP OF THIS PAGE INTERIOR DESIGN CATHERINE SLATTER / PHOTOGRAPHY MORGAN KELLY

oose a spot with loads of natural
szmﬂ'bfe separate from
your main living areas so you can
separate work from home.”

- CATHERINE SLATTER, PRODUCT DEVELOPER

I TRAVEL HOWY

“Have a dedicated workspace away from
distractions and include little moments that fill you
up,’ says interior designer and stylist Kate Moss.
“Personal treasures, a burning candle and fresh
flowers bring me joy, but make sure it doesn’t get
too cluttered. A clear desk equals a clear mind.”

Product developer Catherine Slatter agrees. "Put a
plant or fresh cuttings or flowers on your desk-it
makes you want to be there and enjoy the space
and it keeps the area feeling fresh,” says Catherine,
whose home office is pictured opposite.

Architect Kitty Lee works from her spare bedroom.
“Thisiswhere | have my desk and a very comfy chair
set up next to the balcony, so there is plenty of
fresh air and natural light,” says Kitty. “Everything

| need to keep me focused on work is organised

in this room to ensure I'm not spending time
distracted in other rooms throughout the day.”

AVOID DISTRACTIONS

Start by eliminating the obvious distractions
like TV and social media. Turn the telly off, and
hide the phone away. “| find that if my phone

Is on my desk during working hours, | tend to
hop on Instagram to trawl for inspiration, only
to godown a rabbit hole and an hour later
realise | completely wasted my time,” says
editor of Adore Home Loni Parker. “| find keeping
the phone in another room stops me from
procrastinating.”

Forowner of Interiors Addict Jen Bishop, it's all
about efficiency. "Because I'm currently juggling
working from home with two small kids | find
that efficiency is everything, whether that's
getting up a bit earlier for an hour of power
before they wake, or banning checking emails
and other notifications untilthe task in hand is
complete,” says Jen. “l also like to give myself
little incentives to get things finished, like the
next coffee!”

Having a regular work routine can also help
keep productivity up. “Start work at set times
and stop for lunch,” says product developer
Catherine Slatter. “| prepare it the night before
to save wasting time in the kitchen.”

Pottery Barn ‘Nash’ leather
swivel desk chair $1.499

puttehrbarn.cum.au

BROSA ‘Gabe’ office chair
$349 brosa.com.au '

Milan Direct ‘Gatsby’
velvet Dfll: ice chair $299
templeandwebster.com.au
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